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President Obama’s New York State of Mind USG wins
back
freshman
Philly trip
BY TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS
SPORTS EDITOR

President Obama visited
New York at the end of September and Baruch students
give their outlook on his
time here, SEE PAGE 4.
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Lexicon in need of more paper
BY LILLIAN RIZZO
NEWS EDITOR

Baruch College graduates of
2010 will possibly be without a
yearbook.
Last May, Lexicon—the club that
organizes the yearbook each year—
did not receive a new budget from
the Board of Directors who left the
decision to be made at a later time.
“We were hoping to get a budget
last spring semester, pay out the
first semester and get ready for next
year,” said Sarina Singh, Lexicon
Editor-in-Chief.
Currently, Lexicon owes the
publisher of the yearbook, Jostens,
$17,200. The company sent their
third letter requesting payment this
week, said Singh.
“We are writing a letter to the
board to get approved for just that,”
said Singh.
Director of Student Life Carl
Aylman is an advocate of Lexicon
receiving the funds it needs to continue.
In May when the Lexicon staff
asked for money their request was
tabled and the referendum was
only passed for the Graduate Voice,
said Aylman. He says the argument
is that the budget should be shared
between both publications.
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“I don’t think the college wants
us to stop selling the yearbook,”
said Aylman.
In an effort to lower costs, Singh
and fellow staff members met with
three publishing companies this
summer before deciding to continue with Jostens, since it was the
most reasonably priced. Jostens
has been Lexicon’s publisher since
2003.
They hope to keep the price of
the yearbook at $50.
“If you charge more than $50
no one will buy it,” said Singh. “We
don’t want it to cost the same as a
textbook, it should be something
everyone can afford because it is
their memories.”
Lexicon’s fate will be decided at
the Board of Directors meeting on
Thursday.
“The first deadline is Dec. 1st [for
Lexicon],” said Aylman. “If we miss
it then costs will go up because we
will have to mail it out.”
Lexicon needs at least the deposit to move forward in its production.
“I would be disappointed,” said
senior Stephane Yang, marketing
major. “After spending so much
time at Baruch I wouldn’t be able to
have a yearbook to look back on.”
ILLUSTRATED BY JOU-MAN HUANG
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The buses never left for Philadelphia when the Undergraduate
Student Government was forced to
cancel its freshman trip when several chaperones abruptly quit last
week. But a tentative date has been
set for Nov. 6.
The problem-ridden two-day
trip, which was set to start on Sept.
24, hit its final roadblock when four
of the eight chaperones, two of
which were Student Life staff members, pulled out just three days before the scheduled departure.
“The trip never came together,
we made it very clear that if there
were not enough [chaperones] then
this trip couldn’t happen because
then the school is liable,” said Carl
Aylman, director of Student Life.
“But there were a number of issues
raised. We were not going to go out
on a limb on something that was a
whim, it had to be locked up and it
wasn’t locked up.”
In an e-mail given to The Ticker
by an elected USG official, Aylman
sent a list of grievances to Corlisse
Thomas, assistant vice-president of
student affairs on Sept. 22 requesting that the trip be canceled since
it is “the only proper course of action.”
Aylman’s main objections were
chaperones, the bus charter, hotel
room issues and a lack of program
details.
Despite Aylman’s claims, Hossain suggested that all aspects of
the trip were taken care of ahead of
time and that all of Student Life’s issues were addressed.
“The original trip was very well
organized, everything was set and
Student Life was knowledgeable of
the planning process,” said Hossain.
“We didn’t know until the week of
[the event] that four [chaperones]
were dropping out.”
The date of the event is not set
in stone, but USG, Student Life and
the Office of the Vice-President
agree that the trip will happen.
“Opportunities for freshmen to
be successful beyond the classroom
are important and part of a college
experience,” said Vice President of
Student Affairs Dr. Ben Corpus in
an e-mail.
“These experiences help freshmen develop and maintain interpersonal relationships; promote
habits of wellness, explore diversity and cultures in greater depth
(as opposed to a conversation on a
broken escalator).”
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News

[

Campus
Briefs

] Veterans march back to college

COMPILED BY SABRINA SMITH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

MONDAY 10/5
Hillel will host Meet the Sukkah to
be held on the 8th Floor “Sukkah”
from 12:45-2:30 p.m.

TUESDAY 10/6
Sponsored by the Office of Student
Life, the Baruch College Blood
Drive will be held in NVC 1-107
from 11 a.m. - 4:15 p.m.
The Transfer Student Organization
will host the kick off event in NVC
2-125 from 5-7 p.m.
The Baruch College Advertising
Society will present Inside a Creative Advertising Agency at 12:30
p.m. in NVC 3-165.

WEDNESDAY 10/7
Day two of Blood Drive will be held
in NVC 1-107 from 11am-4:15 p.m.

THURSDAY 10/8
Teach for America information session, sponsored by the Starr Career
Development Center, will be held
in NVC 8-150 from 12:30-2:30 p.m.
All majors are invited to attend.
Hillel, in conjunction with the Student Association for Caribbean
Appreciation, will host the Big Sukkot event at 12:30pm followed by a
night event from 7-10 p.m. in the
8th floor “Sukkah.”
In celebration of Latino Heritage
Month, ASEDOM will present
“Kumbacarey” from 6-9 p.m. in
NVC 1-107. Students can experience Afro-Dominican music and
Dominican culture.
The American Marketing Association will hold a panel discussion
as a part of Marketing Week from
12:40-2:20 p.m. in NVC 3-165.
Representatives from Gotham Inc.
will be invited to speak on the platform.

CORRECTIONS
In last issue’s Features section,
Copy Editor Rebecca Forbes’ name
was misspelled in the article Hail to
a new kind of chief.

Enjoy your Columbus
Day Weekend!

Veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan are trading in their fatigues for
textbooks.
A new bill encourages veterans to enroll in colleges across the
country, and CUNY could see as
many as 2,000 former soldiers sitting in classrooms this semester.
This is up from 1,700 last fall, according to Veterans Affairs Coordinator Wilfred Cotto.
“There is definitely an increase
in enrollment,” said Cotto. “Due to
the Post-9/11 GI Bill, there are enhancements to the program and
education benefits.”
The bill, which went into effect
on Aug. 1, has three advantages
over the previous GI Bill — tuition
and fees covered by the Department of Veterans Affairs, a monthly
living stipend and $1,000 a year for
textbooks and supplies.
The monthly living stipend varies depending upon a location’s
estimated cost of living, but schools
with a Manhattan, Brooklyn or
Queens zip code give veterans
an allowance of over $2,700 per
month. Schools located in Staten
Island give an estimated $1,800 a
month.
“If (veterans) are full time they
can devote themselves to their education,” Cotto said.
To receive the allowance, veterans do not have to live in the same
borough as their school. The stipend is given based on the school’s
location only.
Returning soldiers can take

these benefits to any higher education institution, but many are
choosing CUNY because of the services and benefits provided.
Cotto, a 28-year U.S. Navy veteran, says CUNY is “low cost and
accessible with over 1,400 majors
to choose from.”
Projects geared towards veterans also give veterans specialized
care.
The Hunter College School of
Social Work oversees the Project for
Return and Opportunity in Veterans Education, or PROVE. Funded
by CUNY, the three-year-old project
assists veterans with their concerns
and needs while helping them excel in school and campus life.
Professionals are also on hand
to handle issues outside of the
classroom.
“There are counselors in place
to handle psychological and social
issues, if need be,” said Cotto.
CUNY administrators are not
the only ones aiding veterans –
their peers are too.
Andy Cheng, a nearly four-year
service veteran who spent one year
in Iraq, was recently elected to
lead the Veterans Association club
at Baruch. Cheng is in his first semester at Baruch, and previously
attended LaGuardia Community
College. While there, he worked in
the school’s Veteran’s Affairs office.
Cheng, excited to lead the club,
said, “I really did it because I wanted to see what I can do with it.”
During his tenure, he plans to
make the Veterans Association
more active, make information
readily available to returning service members and build a commu-

ILLUSTRATED BY JOU-MAN HUANG

nity throughout CUNY.
“I want to see this club move
towards actively engaging other
CUNY campuses,” Cheng said.
Before veterans are sitting in the
classrooms and joining clubs, Cotto says CUNY uses various tools to
provide enrollment information.
His office hosts bimonthly information sessions on the first and
third Thursday, where veterans can
speak to admissions advisors and
learn about the GI Bill’s benefits.
The Office of Veterans Affairs
Web site, CUNY.edu/veterans, also
serves as a major link between on

duty-soldiers and the university.
“We receive a lot of inquiries
from people over seas and in combat areas right now,” Cotto said. The
Office of Veteran Affairs is preparing for its annual college fair, where
CUNY colleges showcase their programs for returning soldiers. The
fair, set to take place at BMCC on
Nov. 23, will give soldiers the opportunity to hear CUNY’s incentives, like waived admissions fees.
“(The fair is) so they can understand and see the resources available to them,” Cotto said. “We believe it’s the right thing to do.”

Studio H hot off the press
BY SABRINA SMITH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Thurs. Oct. 1, students, faculty and members of the journalism department gathered for the
ceremonial dedication of Studio
H, the state of the art multimedia
newsroom/classroom provided by
the Harnisch Foundation.
“This is a very important day
for journalism at the college,” said
Dean Jeffrey Peck as he began the
official dedication of the innovative
newsroom.
“Without the generosity of the
Harnischs, which has been shown
in so many ways, we would not be
able to do what we are beginning to
accomplish in the department.”
Located on the seventh floor of
the Newman Vertical Campus, Studio H has been a major project for
the department.
Now that it has opened, students
and faculty are taking advantage of
the latest enhancement to the department.
According to Dean Peck, the
room is aesthetically pleasing and
technologically useful for students.
The event followed with commentary from Geanne Rosenberg,
associate professor and chair, and
Vera Haller, who discussed briefly
the work to produce the new technology, the unique setup of the
classroom and the importance of
having this donation to foster improvement in the program and
model the future of journalism.
According to Rosenberg, the
idea for the studio was initiated on
December of 2008, so the room’s development had to follow promptly.
“The computers are built with
editing software and amazing audio and visual systems that allows
us toreally bring the news into the
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The journalism department thanked the Harnischs for their contribution when officially opening Studio H to the students.
room and allowing students to
follow along with the news,” said
Haller.
There was no “breaking of champagne bottles or cutting of ribbon”
to dedicate Studio H. However, the
Harnischs were present to speak
about their generous investment.
“Putting the money into what
we did here was very rewarding and
something like this is really fantastic,” said Bill Harnisch.
“I am grateful for Baruch, and
we are proud to invest in you so that

you can tell the stories of the future,
and telling them now because you
have a place to do so,” said Ruth
Ann Harnisch.
Following the ceremony, the
Harnischs greeted guests. Mrs.
Harnisch presented a book she
funded, and signed it for journalism students present .
Guests were invited to the 14th
floor for lunch and more conversation, with a special appearance
from President Stan Altman.
“In my mind we have an im-

portant responsibility to educate
our students about information
and how it affects people’s lives,”
said Altman. “I think the Studio H
experience and the work done by
the Harnischs have begun to raise
and elevate the sense of dialogue
and commitment at Baruch to get
our students to be much more informed citizens.”
“I look forward to teaching in
Studio H and the next step is to raise
more money to renovate the adjacent lab room,” said Rosenberg.
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Congress Obama addresses major issues during his stay
cuts out
student
loans
program
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
BY SHARAF ISLAM

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

 Eliminating certain education loans,
the House of Representatives will save
the country $87 billion over the next 10
years
BY SABRINA SMITH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

A Congressional vote in the U.S.
House of Representatives in September, eliminated the federally
guaranteed student loan program,
replacing it with direct lending
from the federal government.
According to fastweb.com, a
website that offers students scholarship opportunities, the Student
Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act
of 2009 will allocate savings to fund
an increase in Pell Grants. Douglas
W. Elmendorf, director of the Congressional Budget Office, said that
federal spending for the Federal
Pell Grant Program will increase
and that the amount of mandatory
funding and eligibility for grants
will be calculated based on section
H.R. 3221 of the amendment.
Website finaid.org, a source for
student financial aid information,
said the federal education loans are
available through the William D.
Ford Federal Direct Loan Program
or the Federal Family Education
Loan Program, which is referred to
as the federally guaranteed student
loan program.
FFEL funds loans from banks
and other financial institutions.
However, funding under direct
loans comes directly from the U.S.
Department of Education.
Mark Kantrowitz, financial aid
expert and publisher of finaid.org,
said that students would not see
much of a difference between the
direct loan and the federally guaranteed student loan programs.
“Money is fungible — it’s still
green whether it comes from a
bank or from the US Department
of Education,” said Kantrowitz. He
also said that the latest SAFRA legislation has no impact on existing
student loans or borrowers who
have already graduated.
Fastweb.com also reported that
the Congressional Budget Office
estimated that the elimination of
these particular education loans
would save the government $87 billion over the next 10 years.
The Obama administration argues that the Direct Loan program
saves the government money by
“eliminating the middleman,” according to fastweb.com.
According to Financial Aid
Services Director Nancy West, Baruch and other CUNY institutions
process student loans through the
Federal Direct Loan Program, leaving students at no risk from the new
legislation.
“There are some schools that
participate in both programs but
the annual maximum and aggregate maximums a student may
borrow does not change and any
borrowed from one program will
decrease the amount the student
could borrow from the other program,” said West.
“Students are not negatively impacted by borrowing from the Direct Loan program and the change
will not mean that the student can
borrow less.”

President Obama had a busy
week in the Big Apple.
Arriving in New York on Sept.
21, Obama managed to speak to
world leaders, David Letterman
and responded to rumors that he
asked New York Gov. David Paterson to resign.
Obama’s first order of business
was appearing for a taping of David Letterman’s “Late Show.” His
sixth appearance on the program
was not all laughs, as the president
touched on serious matters such as
health care.
He likened his situation to struggles that past presidents encountered with their proposals, saying,
“... whenever a president tries to
bring about significant changes,
particularly during times of economic unease, there is a certain
segment of the population that gets
very riled up.”
The following day, Obama delivered remarks at United Nations
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon’s

Climate Change Summit at the
United Nations Headquarters.
According to Obama, the U.S.
was slow to respond to global
warming, but his administration is
doing more to combat the threat
than previous presidents.
“We understand the gravity of
the climate threat. We are determined to act. And we will meet
our responsibility to future generations,” he said in the televised
speech.
Climate change was also a major
area of focus at President Clinton’s
Global Initiative Session held later
in the day, which called for developed countries to assist poorer nations with clean technology.
Obama also held separate meetings with both Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel and Palestinian
President Abbas at the WaldorfAstoria Hotel.
Obama outlined specific expectations and a timetable that both
sides will take in the coming weeks,
while calling for a halt to the “endless cycle of conflict and suffering.”
“Despite all the obstacles, de-

spite all the history, despite all the
mistrust, we have to find a way to
move forward,” Obama said.
This was not Obama’s only appearance behind the UN podium.
The president also took center stage
on Sept. 23 and delivered a rousing
speech, answering America’s critics and admitted that some “view
America with skepticism and distrust.”
“Part of this was due to misperceptions and misinformation about
my country,” Obama said. “Part of
this was due to opposition to specific policies, and a belief that on
certain critical issues, America has
acted unilaterally, without regard
for the interests of others.”
Obama also addressed Iran and
North Korea, calling for Iran to
abandon its efforts to create nuclear
arms and urging the international
community to continue pressuring
Ahmadinejad.
“Just as we meet our responsibilities, so must other nations, including Iran and North Korea,” said
Obama.
Obama also discussed financial

reform and the global economy
with Chinese president Hu Jintao
at the Waldorf Astoria. The objective of the meeting was to invest in
clean technology and to reform the
international economy.
Obama’s week in New York was
not without its controversies. Rumors were already circulating upon
his arrival that he urged Paterson to
not seek election in 2010 for fears of
losing the governorship to potential Republican opponent Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo.
“I’m concerned about my ability to govern… to get people to do
something that’s very difficult, to
try to close [the deficit],” Paterson
told Newsday following the leaked
comments.
Since then, Paterson continues
to defy Obama’s wishes, and has
pledged to run next year.
“I’m blind, but I’m not oblivious. I realize that there are people
who don’t want me to run,” he said
to The New York Times. “But let me
just tell you at the outset: I am running for governor in 2010.”

Baruch students assess President Obama’s New York visit
COMPILED BY SHARAF ISLAM
[On
Letterman]:
“ O b a m a
showed
he’s
more
human
than other presidents. He’s a people kind of guy,”
-James Shakhnovich, Undecided business freshman

[On Paterson:]
“It’s none of
Obama’s business,
the federal government
needs
to stay out of the
state’s issues,”
-Robert Lapo, Chemistry Graduate Student

[On Paterson]:
“I strongly believe in the separation of powers – as
head of the Democratic Party, Obama
reserves the right to
step in when there
is an unpopular candidate,”
-Efe Okuns, Accounting Senior

“If Obama wants
to influence New
York State matters,
he should be discrete about it,”
-Ted Oehmke,
Public Affairs Graduate Student
PHOTOS BY DENIS GOSTEV

Baruch still safe Finance’s new chief
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Safety is not an issue
at Baruch.
Still reeling from the
leaked unfinished state
audit on Sept. 22, Baruch
College is scrambling to
comply with the Clery
Act. The audit reported
that Baruch misreported
18 crimes in 2006 and
2007.
Despite the incidents,
Director of Public Safety
Henry McLaughlin says Baruch is a safer environment
for its students, faculty and
staff.
“We have limited crime,”
said McLaughlin. “In the
past we’ve been fortunate.”
The full crime stats, avail-able through Public Safety,,
shows that there have been just 20
burglaries, three robberies (two
two of
which were off-campus), one liquor
violation, a non-forcible sex offense
and one hate crime between 2006
and 2008.
CCNY’s crime stats pale in comparison, listing 78 burglaries, 29
robberies, six liquor violations, four
aggravated assaults, three forcible
sex offenses, three drug-related arrests and one stolen vehicle.
“[ID card scanners and security
cameras] were put in place to reduce incidents,” McLaughlin said.
The Ticker previously reported
that Baruch, along with five other
CUNY colleges, misreported 107
crimes last week. The John Jay
School of Criminal Justice topped
the list with 78 of the 107 total
crimes. Queens, Hunter and Medgar Evers colleges trailed on the
list.
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BY ME
MEGAN LAW
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
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“Baruch is very eager to be
in compliance with the Clery Act,”
said Christina Latouf, Baruch’s
director.
communications director
Federal law permits fines of up
to $27,500 per violation and the
loss of federal financial aid to institutions that fail to comply.
McLaughlin does not expect
fines issued to the school, adding
that all crimes were reported, but
the state is reclassifying several of
them.
The New York Post first broke
the story Sept. 22, and lambasted
CUNY for failing “to report 73 percent of the felonies that occurred
on their campuses.”
But Latouf says Baruch did not
fail to report anything. “The issue really is a reporting issue and
a compliance (issue) to the Clery
Act.”

Gabriel Eszterhas joins the
Ga
Baruch faculty as the new Vice
Baruc
President for Administration and
Presi
Finance after serving as NYU’s DiFinan
rector of Budget and Planning for
recto
Revenue and Capital.
Reve
“I found that Baruch’s students,
faculty and staff are extremely
facult
bright, hard working and very colbrigh
laborative,” said Eszterhas. “They
labor
all care
ca deeply about the college
in a desire to make it betand share
s
ter and better, so I have found this a
very exciting place to be right now”
Eszterhas has worked with one
of Baruch’s current vice presidents
during his time at NYU. Through
this coworker he found out about
the open position at Baruch.
“One of Baruch’s current vice
presidents had worked with me at
[NYU]. After he alerted me to the
position, I applied to the search
committee established by Baruch
to manage the search” said Eszterhas.
“I’ve mostly worked in administration and finance positions over
the years,” said Eszterhas. “I came
with a lot of higher education experience directly related to this position.” .
Eszterhas has held other of-

fices at NYU, including Director of
Administration for External Affairs
and Director of Budget and Planning for the University Libraries.
Both positions involved managing
human resources, budgets, office
operations and facilities.
“I have also worked for the City
of New York and the U.S. Army,
both of which gave me a lot of experience in large, complex and highly
regulated work environments” said
Eszterhas.
The three main areas or responsibilities of his positions are budget
and finance, human resources, and
facilities.
“It’s my job to make sure those
areas function well overall and are
also striving to support the student
services and academic area’s needs,
so that they in turn can support
students and faculty effectively,”
said Eszterhas. “… a large portion
of my job is to work with [the City
University of New York’s (CUNY)]
central offices on policies, procedures and resource allocations to
the College.”
“Everyone has helped me in the
transition,” said Eszterhas. “The assistant vice presidents who report
to me have been terrific, as have all
the deans and vice presidents. CUNY’s central offices have also been
very helpful.”
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Opinions
EDITORIALS

POLITICAL CARTOON

VETERANS RETURN TO
CUNY IN MASSES
Congress’ successful passing of the Post-9/11 GI Bill in
August has pushed veterans to enroll in higher education
following their combat tours.
CUNY is playing a role in the future of the returning soldiers
by providing low-cost education and over 1,000 majors across
the city, with an estimated 2,000 veterans enrolled this semester,
up 20 percent from last year.
The university is fulfilling a much-needed role, one that it
filled over a half a century ago when soldiers were returning
from Europe and the Pacific Ocean. Post World War II saw a
large influx of veterans enrolling in CUNY colleges, creating
space issues and a demand for more faculty.
CUNY met the demand then, and within several years,
streams of veterans were entering the workforce, degree in
hand.
Now, Congress has made it even easier for veterans to earn
their college degree on the government’s dime. Paid tuition,
as well as a monthly housing allowance nearing $2,700 for
Manhattan schools and a $1,000 stipend a year for textbooks
has put enough money in the pockets of our soldiers so that
they can put their focus on school.
The university picks up where the GI Bill leaves off and helps
making acclimation back to civilian life as seamless as possible
by waiving the admissions fee.
Also, initiatives such as the Project for Return and
Opportunity in Veterans Education, assist returning GIs with
their concerns and needs while helping them excel in school
and campus life.
As President Obama reduces the number of troops in both
the Iraqi and Afghani theaters, more soldiers will be looking
to continue their lives with a college degree. CUNY is up to
the task.
Having people such as Wilfred Cotto, a 28-year U.S. Navy
veteran, leading CUNY’s Veterans Affairs office has been a
proactive step in doing what is right for our service people.
It is the least we can do as we prepare to start the post Iraq
and Afghanistan war era.

TECHNOLOGY DEMANDS
MORE FROM FACULTY
Last year, Baruch’s fledgling Journalism Department
received a $1million gift from the Harnisch Foundation, half of
which was used to build a state of the art multimedia classroom
to help prepare journalism students for the rapidly changing
industry.
At first glance this is an amazing opportunity, and it very
well could be, but that depends wholly on how the money
and new technology is utilized. The donation is a huge boost
to a growing department that could potentially put Baruch
journalism on the map nation-wide, and so the school should
take advantage of this opportunity.
Whether or not anyone is ready, the ante has already
been upped. When the school accepted the donation, they
also accepted an obligation to everyone that sets foot in the
new computer lab. Students will enter that room expecting
nothing less than the highest quality instruction on using the
technology that will put them in the forefront of the industry,
and the faculty members need to be able to guide them in the
right direction.
But it is questionable whether or not they are capable of
doing that. After all, some time has passed since many of the
professors have actually worked at a newspaper, and all but
a few of them have no real training in new media. If they are
unable to master these new technologies, then students will
miss out on the opportunities that this gift is supposed to
provide.
Perhaps the Journalism Department needs to spend more
time and research finding newer people who specialize in
and can teach this new technology. They could also cover
the cost of the training required to bring their current faculty
members up to date. But either way, the road ahead is bound
to be a bumpy one.
Inevitably, there will be kinks that have to be worked out
as everyone becomes accustomed to the new equipment in
the Studio H computer lab. Hopefully these problems will be
worked out in a timely manner so the students can acquire the
benefits that the benefactors had envisioned.

ILLUSTRATION BY KATIE ALARCON

YOUR LETTERS
Letter Policy
The Ticker welcomes correspondence from all readers. When a submission is made, please include your
name, graduation year and organization title, if applicable. Letter submissions should not exceed 250
words. The Ticker reserves the right to edit submissions for clarity and length. Submissions should be
sent each Wednesday by 5 p.m. Submissions should be sent to opinions@theticker.org.

Criminal Support
DOVILAS BUKAUSKAS
Roman Polanski, renowned film
director, was arrested when entering
Switzerland to attend the Zurich Film
Festival. An ensuing plea deal stipulated
that his charge be reduced from rape
to statutory rape, and that the charges
involving the drugs and alcohol he
gave to Geimer be dropped. Fearing
incarceration, Polanski then fled the
country and has lived in Switzerland,
Poland and France.
The trial made it fairly clear that he
had intoxicated and raped a 13-year-old
girl, and fearing further prosecution, he
fled and remained unapprehended for
30 years.
So my only question about this
otherwise cut-and-dry situation is, why
are over 100 Hollywood dignitaries
signing a petition to free and prevent the
extradition and prosecution of a fugitive
child-rapist? The petition, started in late
September right after Polanski’s arrest,
features signatures from Hollywood
greats like Martin Scorsese, Wes Anderson
and Darren Aronofsky. What are some
of the reasons that these people, clearly
more important than us unenlightened
masses, feel that this particular child
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rapist deserves leniency?
Some say that the man has suffered
enough in his 30-year “exile.” Polanski is
a world-class film director and has spent
the last 30 years getting paid to make
movies and living in France, Poland and
sometimes Switzerland. I’m not sure how
a man living the high life as a citizen in
two countries is supposed to be suffering
prosecution and exile.
Others say that he’s a brilliant film
director. I fail to see how that one even
has anything to do with his arrest. We
can be certain that he’s a brilliant movie
director. We can also be certain that he
is a child rapist. This is analogous to
saying that O.J Simpson should have
been acquitted because he was a hall of
fame football player. He’s just so good at
football, it doesn’t even matter that he
killed his wife! Who cares?
Whoopie Goldberg also said she didn’t
think it was “rape rape.” Regardless of
what that is supposed to mean, it’s wrong.
It was full-on rape. Rape rape.
Others say that he has been through
so much in his life that these arrests are
uncalled for. Polanski is a holocaust
survivor, and his wife was killed by
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Charles Manson cult followers in LA.
I don’t want to downplay these events
because they certainly show that his life
was extraordinarily tough. However, I still
fail to see how they relate to his acquittal
as a fugitive child rapist.
Millions of criminals and wrongdoers
around the world are made to do what
they do precisely because of brutal
conditions, and they do not earn pardons,
for example, the majority of the people
currently in our prison system. But the
major difference is that some of those
people may be victims of racism, classism
or mistaken DNA results. Polanski is
not. He is a rich, white intellectual who
admitted to rape, pleaded down to a
lesser charge, and fled the country out
of fear of a severe sentence. The list of
absurd defenses for Polanski’s conscious
evasion of punishment for crimes he
admitted to commiting is a long one.
It’s obvious that Polanski would not
be receiving so much support if he was
not a popular, influential, affluent and,
despite everything, excellent movie
director. Prospective sexual predators,
take note; more than ever, Hollywood is
the place to be!
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The Power of Words

The Love Connection

NAKEISHA CAMPBELL

FARM3.STATIC.FLICKR.COM
We often forget that whatever we
say or do can negatively affect others
to a dangerously high extent. It
might or might not be intentional. It
could be as small as a brief gesture, a
careless slip in phrasing your words,
a casual conversation or even a
facial expression. Regardless of the
purpose of your actions, you can
still cause or contribute to another
person‘s pain.
Take a friend of mine, Melony,
for example. When I first met her,
she appeared to be cheerful. She
was outgoing, talkative and always
had a smile on her face. However,
these were the false signs that fooled
me into thinking that she was happy.
No one would have guessed that she
was planning to commit suicide.
I bumped into her one afternoon
and found her crying alone on a
bench on the school campus. Even
though I was in a rush, I stopped to
talk to her. Her painful expression
was enough to tell me that she
needed someone. I was amazed at
how much she was going through,
and at how depressed she actually

was.
Her sadness and low self-esteem
caused her to take everything that
people did and said to her personally.
For example, on that same day, when
someone decided to make fun of her
hair and outfit, she broke down. It
was actually a chain of events, both
big and small, that pushed her to
choose suicide, and apparently a
rude comment contributed to her
decision. Had I not spared the time
to talk to Melony, she might have
gone through with it, all because of
someone’s rude comments.
Many people are experts at
appearing strong on the surface,
but it doesn’t necessarily mean
that they are that strong on the
inside. They could always shrug off
rude comments, disregard rumors,
or seem unaffected by the hostile
behavior of some people, but we
never know what is going on in that
person’s life.
In fact, these are several examples
of how we could be adding to their
pain, and then, eventually, these
reasons could push them further

into a disastrous outcome. With
Melony, as the time passed, she
started to embrace the idea of killing
herself because of her surroundings
and how people had treated her
lately.
We need to be careful how we
talk to and act towards other people
because the simplest things can
have an adverse effect. Not only can
we remain cautious of what we do,
but we can also make an attempt to
be friendlier toward others. A simple
act of kindness, a compliment or
even a smile, can help someone who
is going through hard times. It may
even give them a little hope.
We can help reduce the suicide
rate by simply changing the way that
we treat others. Think about it. If
there are sensitive people out there
who are going through difficulties or
suffering from low self-esteem, it is
likely that something could push
them to drastic measures.
Therefore, being careful of what
we say and do could help reduce
someone’s pain or even help save
a life.

Walking through the Baruch
the only way to get results is to put
hallways I hear some of my fellow
yourself out there. You have nothing
students talking about their love
to lose, so be bold!
lives, or better yet, their lack of.
If you see that he or she is willing,
Aren’t college years supposed
then do not hesitate to chat. Keep
to be the best, with
him or her talking.
interesting classes,
The more you talk, the
late nights, amazing
friendlier and more
parties, new friends
comfortable you will
and most importantly
both be. Chatting for a
young love?
couple of classes might
I have actually
get you a lunch date, so
overheard people
keep it up!
talking about how they
You might be worried
are tempted to switch
that you will run out
of things to say, and
their current classes
I know the feeling.
to be with all the
Here are some helpful
handsome men and
DANIELLA BONDAR
conversation starters:
beautiful ladies. What
happens if you get into
What did you think of last
that ideal class? Admiring conquests
night’s homework? Did you finish
from afar is not going to get you
your paper yet? Have you taken any
anywhere. Sorry boys and girls, but
classes with this professor before?
usually getting a date requires some
What is your major? Of course,
all these questions are school
conversation. You want to reap the
benefits, but are you willing to put
related because it is your common
in the work?
denominator, if nothing else. These
For those of you who picked up
suggestions are stepping-stones to
a real conversation.
The Ticker a little while back and
read my last article, you know that
I must tell you that you might not
I did not touch upon the love scene
get that date. You might not fall in
at all. The reason is because they go
love with the boy in your English
hand in hand. If you want to score
class or the girl in your chemistry
a date for the Halloween party, you
class. Or worse, you might fall and
they might not fall back. However,
are going to have to make some
even if you fail, at least you can say
connections quickly.
The same rules apply to making
you tried. Maybe you will have better
friends as to making the love
luck next time.
connection. If you want it, you have
If you work at it and nothing
develops, then I grant you full
to go for it. Take this scenario: You
have been in your class for the past
permission to complain about your
three weeks now. The cute darkcurrent loveless situation. Walking
haired person sits in the second
down the hallways, I should not hear
row every class. You shyly make
students all around me expressing
your way to the last row and stare
their frustration over the dates they
at the back of his or her head. Is that
cannot get if they haven’t even tried.
getting you anywhere? Didn’t think
So I ask you another favor. Try!
so. It is time to take action.
Make that love connection. Scope
For starters, try sitting in the
out the one you want and attack the
same row. They might not fall in love
situation or stop complaining!
with you right away, but they won’t
bite. Also, try talking a bit before
class starts. It can be difficult but
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Business
Bridging the GAAP to IFRS Database
missing
BY GALINA AYNBUND

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Ask any accounting major at
Baruch College if they’ve heard
about the future convergence of
U.S. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) and International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS), and you will find that
a solid majority reply “yes.” The
acronym “IFRS” has been popping
up everywhere from newspapers to
discourse among colleagues to interviews with accounting firms.
Although IFRS is intended to
serve as a single global standard
that will simplify the world of accounting, it may come as a surprise
that many universities are still facing difficulties with incorporating
international standards into accounting curricula.
The issues surrounding the
GAAP - IFRS convergence were recently addressed by KPMG LLP in a
news release pertaining to a survey
of 500 college accounting professors throughout the United States.
This was the second annual faculty
survey conducted by KPMG and
the American Accounting Association.
According to the survey, there
appears to be a consensus among
many college accounting professors
that students and the U.S. economy
will be at a disadvantage if U.S. regulators do not adopt a set of globally accepted accounting standards
and if universities do not take immediate steps to incorporate IFRS
into U.S. accounting curricula.
In the survey, nearly half of the
professors who responded believe
the United States should transition to IFRS to remain competitive.
Half believe that a low sense of urgency exists among U.S. regulators
to adopt IFRS, while only 16 percent classified regulators’ sense of
urgency as being high. 7 out of 10

TOPNEWS.US

Cover of a Morningstar report.
NYSE.COM

The accounting rules under the IFRS and G.A.A.P. differ when evaluating assets using either method.
professors said their most significant challenge to teaching IFRS is
reconfiguring course work to make
room for international standards
(in contrast to last year’s survey,
where respondents cited developing curriculum materials as the top
challenge).
What about IFRS in Baruch College classrooms? Based on conversations with classmates, it seems
that there is no uniform approach
among Baruch’s faculty when it
comes to dealing with the switch
from GAAP to IFRS.
Though many Baruch students
feel that professors are making no
effort to incorporate IFRS into the
accounting curriculum, some, like
junior accounting major Dan Shek-

htikhin beg to differ. “I had one professor in particular for Intermediate
Accounting that made sure to show
us every discrepancy between the
two systems as they came up in the
course material,” said Shekhtikhin.
There are currently over 100
global companies that use IFRS,
while only the U.S. uses GAAP.
While a U.S. organization, the Financial Accounting Standards
Board, maintains GAAP. IFRS has
a different set of principles promulgated by the International Accounting Standards Board.
One major conceptual difference between the two standards is
that IFRS is intended to be a more
principles-based set of standards,
unlike the rules-based approach of

GAAP. They also differ in how preoperating and pre-opening costs
are reported, and the fact that IFRS
prohibits the use of LIFO for inventory valuation.
Borrowing costs, fair value,
revenue recognition and extraordinary items are also all areas of
significant differences. Additional
information regarding GAAP and
IFRS can found on each of the big
four accounting firms’ respective
websites.
For business students who have
not yet listened to the hype surrounding the shift from GAAP to
IFRS, now is the time to learn about
this monumental change that will
affect much more than just financial reporting and accounting.

Career Corner:

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS NECESSARY FOR SUCCESS

HANDIWORKER.WORDPRESS.COM

BY GABRIEL GARNICA, JD
SCDC CORRESPONDENT

We are well into the job hunting season, when hundreds of
students will work on everything
from resumes and cover letters to
interview skills and dressing for
success.
While the importance of these
may seem obvious to most, there
is one skill that is just as vital to
job hunting success but is often
neglected. That skill is finding the
transferable skills hidden within
your experiences.
What are Transferable Skills?
Transferable skills are skills you
have acquired throughout your

life that can be used throughout
your career. Whether your realize
it or not, you have been collecting
and developing these skills since
childhood.
Every experience, situation,
course or project you have encountered along the way has provided you with some skill. You
learned about teamwork on that
basketball team, organization on
that project, public speaking in
that course on speech, and research on those assignments.
Although there are many types
of transferable skills, they can generally be divided into three types
—working with people, working
with things and working with in-

formation or data. Each type is
a gold mine of qualifications for
any job you are seeking. However,
employers are not going to dig for
that gold. Presenting yourself in
the best light possible is a transferable skill!
How to Find That Gold
Though digging for these hidden treasures in your past can be
difficult, it’s not that bad if you follow these steps:
1. List every job, project, and
activity that you have had.
2. Make a list of classes in your
major field, basic courses,
and any electives that may be
related to your job objective.
3. For each item on your list,
write a sentence such as
“While working at Company
A, I performed X, Y, and Z.” or
“As a member of Company B,
I did this, this and that.”
4. Try to quantify those skills
whenever possible, and try
to be as specific as possible
rather than merely saying
“learned” or “did,” which
does not pinpoint the skills
you learned. Examples of
such sentences would be
“While working at Jones and
Smith, I made six marketing
presentations and supervised

three new employees,” and
“As a member of the Baruch
Debate Team, I researched
and argued five oral arguments for the team.”
Add these skills to your resume
under each job or activity listed
there and be ready to discuss each
one, as well as others that did not
appear on your resume during the
interview.
Best Foot Forward
The key to finding the job you
are looking for is to sell yourself to
the potential employer, which includes squeezing out every drop
of qualification, experience, and
ability that you have gathered in
the past and learning how to identify and present your transferable
skills.
Too many students look at
their past and see the skills that
they do not have. By using your
transferable skills, you will look
at your past and see the skills you
already possess. Job-hunting success comes to those who remain
positive, diligent and thorough in
their job seeking skills. Finding
and presenting your transferable
skills is a good first step in that
direction. The Starr Career Development Center in VC 2-150 can
help.

BY ERIC SIEGEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As of last week, The William and
Anita Newman Library of Baruch
College has unsubscribed to the
Morningstar database.
Morningstar, which is a Chicago-based research firm, is a reputable information hub for many
educational and financial institutions. Using a series of proprietary
measuring tools, Morningstar has
become an increasingly important
and fundamental outlet for ratings
on stocks and mutual funds. The
database includes ratings and research on portfolios, options, ETFs,
hedge funds and markets.
“There are other databases students can use to find ratings and
analyst reports,” says librarian Pat
Leighton. Students interested in
stock ratings can use Standard &
Poor’s NetAdvantage or Value Line.
Beyond ratings and analyst reports,
these databases have a number
of bells and whistles Morningstar
does not. For instance, Standard &
Poor’s NetAdvantage has a Financial Education section where S&P
journalists and analysts contribute
articles directed toward individual investors. Such topics include
wealth management for women,
the basics of smart investing, primers on retirement planning, and
issues regarding personal taxes.
Value Line, despite its dated user
interface, has a sophisticated stock
screener which allows users to
use one of 22 different Value Line
Screens, or to customize their own
based on 227 different dimensions
of variability.
Another substitute to Morningstar is the Subotnick Financial Center, where students can
use the Thompson ONE system.
“Thompson ONE has research
from Deutsche Bank, UBS, J.P. Morgan and a bunch of others,” notes
Leighton.
As for mutual fund research and
ratings, the librarians admit that
there is no substitute for Morningstar. Students with a New York Public Library card will be given access
to Morningstar at the Science, Industry and Business Library (SIBL)
on 188 Madison Ave., between 34th
and 35th Street. While there is no
remote access to the SIBL’s database, library cards for NYPL are free
to New York state residents. Librarians are available at Baruch to provide additional research resources
free of cost to students.
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Jobs at BNY Mellon Baruch’s Real
Estate major
BY MICHAEL FERRARI
ASSISTANT BUSINESS EDITOR

ABRAHEME HASSAN I THE TICKER

Representatives of The Bank of New York Mellon addressed students’ questions.
BY JORDAN LICARI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Students are searching for summer and winter internships as application deadlines approach. The
Bank of New York Mellon is offering opportunities to the juniors and
seniors who are looking for internships in finance.
On Thurs., Sept. 30th, students
learned about The Bank of New
York Mellon and the various internship and full-time positions open
in the company.
BNY Mellon is a leading asset
management and securities services company. The company offers positions in divisions such as
Asset Management, Wealth Management, Asset Servicing, Financial Markets and Treasury Services,
Broker Dealer & Advisory Services,
and Shared Services.

Speakers at the event said that
students interested in companies
should research the companies in
advance to learn about the requirements and necessities for their desired position. Students should find
a position with which their skill set
correlates.
Anthony Wong, a senior at Baruch and a former intern at BNY
Mellon, spoke about his experience
last summer. “The culture of BNY
Mellon is very supportive. Interns
are assigned mentors who will do
their best to help you,” said Wong.
Michael Isoldi, an employee in
Asset Services for BNY Mellon, said
he found “endless possibilities and
learning opportunities” in the company. He described the company
as being very “ethical” to its clients
and its employees. He advised students to hone their communica-

tions skills. “Communication is a
must. Without it you will hit a wall,
but with it, it will help you grow,”
Isoldi said.
For students searching for an
entry level position, Pershing, a
subsidy of BNY Mellon, offers a sixmonth rotation program to select
individuals that will receive training in various divisions to find what
position fits them best. “You can
take a taste of a little bit of everything and further carry that knowledge wherever you are placed,”
Isoldi said about the program.
Applications for summer internships will be open to interested
juniors and seniors in January. BNY
Mellon’s speakers recommended
that students keep themselves updated on internship opportunities
on the company’s website.

Baruch’s Bachelor of Business
Administration (BBA) Real Estate
Development and Investment major, offered by Baruch’s Real Estate
department, prepares students to
produce and disperse cutting edge
real estate knowledge.
The department of Real Estate
recruits students who are interested in understanding the economic
and behavioral aspects of real estate
markets. The department’s mission
statement says, “Our missions are
to create cutting edge real estate
related knowledge and to produce
future leaders in the real estate and
related fields.”
The curriculum is split into two
sections — one focusing on real estate investments and the other focusing on real estate development.
The real estate investments section includes a Real Estate Law,
Markets and Institutional Settings
course and a 3300 level course in
Real Estate Valuation and Feasibility Study.
The real estate development section includes a 3700 level course in
Real Estate Management. It also includes a 3800 level Real Estate Construction Process: Building, Cost,
and Management Issues course.
David Floor, a Baruch College
real estate professor, said, “In academics it is kind of a big picture
and the idea is to kind of give and
provide students a way of thinking
about things and tools to go out and
evaluate investments, and think of
investments in a different way.”

Floor talked about Argus software, a useful tool for students.
Argus is a company that produces
financial software for the commercial real estate industry. Others include Microsoft Excel, basic cash
flow evaluations of buildings and
property, and cap rates.
Students majoring in Real Estate have a world of opportunities
present when graduating. Corporations, institutions, businesses, and
organizations need physical land
and buildings to work out of. There
are a wide variety of job opportunities a student could possibly start
his or her career in.
There are many careers in which
Real Estate Development and Investments majors could enter.
Commercial brokerages, real estate
advisory firms and banks that underwrite commercial loans are all
possible venues for students with
this degree.
The Real Estate Department
Director Margo Weaker said, “The
companies with whom the Department has working relationships
and who have posted internships
and/or job opportunities for Baruch College students are; BlackRock, Cushman & Wakefield, CB
Richard Ellis, Studley, Centro Properties Group, Vornado Realty Trust,
Sterling Equities, Newmark, Ernst
& Young, and ING Clarion.”
With top firms recruiting at Baruch and the distinct manner used
to instruct students, the Zicklin
Real Estate major is one of a kind.
Please visit the Real Estate Department online or visit their office
on 22nd street.
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Courses that feed your brain
BY TAMEKA VASQUEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

It only takes a semester to assimilate into Baruch’s high-achieving corporate culture. Once you’re
there, you spend your remaining
years memorizing and regurgitating.
But how much of it actually
sticks with you?
The Ticker sought out some of
the most informative yet entertaining classes at Baruch aimed to
enrich students’ academic experience. The resounding impression:
the courses that “stick” are the ones
that leave you with practical tools
and open ideas while fulfilling the
other core requirement for ‘fun’
electives.
There are several unique and
entertaining courses offered that
are definitely worth looking into
that can provide a well-rounded
learning experience without diverting you from your required courses.
Baruch is a microcosm of the New
York City “melting pot.” The distinct
classes offered here illustrate that.
REL 3001: “World Religious Traditions” examines the essential elements, teachings, rites, ethics and
social and cultural dimensions of
various religions around the world.
Religious tolerance is required
in the world inside and outside of
the college campus. The process
of acceptance begins with understanding.
Students taking MGT 3300:
“Management, A Behavioral Approach” find themselves especially
attentive, although it was required
for most of them. This is because
it focuses attention on individual’s

attributes, workforce diversity, motivation, leadership, organizational
culture and organizational change
— topics that students know will
benefit them in every part of their
career path.
The fine and performing arts
department offers a selected topics class THE 4102. The topic this
semester, “Performing Comedy,”
puts a unique twist on enjoying
literary and performance comedy.
It fosters activity, as you won’t be
confined to your desk.
Courses like SOC 3156: “Social
Inequality,” force you not just to
think, but to voice your thoughts
as well. According to the Undergraduate Bulletin, this class “examines individual and structural
explanations for the generation
and maintenance of inequality in
the United States and the impact
of stratification on the social mobility of groups and individuals.” It
is one of the most open classroom
environments you can ask for and
draws a diverse crowd of students.
This semester’s MKT 4530:
“Green Marketing” course offered
by the department of marketing,
embraces the need for current and
future business people to take an
environmentally-aware initiative.
The first group of students experiencing the course particularly enjoy that it embraces entrepreneurship, combining theory with fresh
approaches.
Apparently, there are quite a
few photography enthusiasts walking the halls of Baruch. Yet, many of
them have yet to take advantage of
ART 2060: “Basic Photography.” It
introduces the use of the camera
and black-and-white darkroom

techniques, with emphasis on visual expression and communication. Finally, there is a chance to be
graded on creativity.
Although BLS 3024: “Women
of Color” is within the department
of Black and Hispanic studies, the
classroom isn’t constructed that
way. It examines the status and role
of women of color in the traditional
societies of their origin as well as
in the United States. It considers
the way that gender has interacted
with culture, race, and/or class to
explore the experience of women
of color in society. Like “Social
Inequality,” it is a safe ground for
opinion, debate and awareness.
In addition to feeding your brain,
you can also train your body.
Can’t Swim? Learn how. PED
1316: “Swimming for Beginners,”
along with the other courses in the
physical education department,
is unknown to the most of the student body. This is something that is
certainly applicable outside of the
classroom.
All the mentioned courses, along
with many others, will be offered at
Baruch during the Spring 2010 semester, though some might carry
different topics. Consider them in
your ‘fun’ elective choices that enable you to share your experiences
with peers semesters after you take
them. What you’ll be most proud
of in the years following your time
at Baruch is being full of ideas and
having a variety of skills and tools
to put into practice.
And best of all, you would have
followed the golden rule which is,
as Mark Twain said, to “Never let
your schooling interfere with your
education.”

MICHELLE CRUZ | THE TICKER

Students: No way, we won’t pay
BY LISA FRASER
FEATURES EDITOR

The 1960s saw numerous student protests against the Vietnam
War and for the Civil Rights movement. Many students and faculty
from schools like the University of
California and Columbia University rallied with a spirit that dared to
defy the highest powers of the state
and country.
However, the protests soon died
down as colleges couldn’t get organized enough to face the economic
issues that entered with the 1970s.
Now, in 2009, an impending
economic crisis is pressuring many
states into cutting back on higher
education.
These actions are bringing about
a new type of reaction from college
students — not one for civil rights
or anti-war ideologies, but for an
economic right.
The rising hikes in tuition are
causing some to feel that an affordable, decent education will no longer be a basic right.
For example, the state budget in
California is shot. According to Reuters, there is a $2 billion reduction
in higher education financing as a
result of this. A proposal for a midyear increase in student activity
fees at the University of California
and a restriction in the number of
freshman entering has been put on
the table. However, these proposals
do not come without outrage and
sharp criticism from University of
California students and faculty.
On Sept. 24, students from the
university, along with professors
and other employees, rallied to

LISA FRASER | THE TICKER

The recent rise of campus protests signal a new kind of fight in campus activism.
protest the increases in student
fees, course reductions and layoffs
caused by the deep budget cuts to
higher education.
According to the Associated
Press, rallies, teach-ins and class
walkouts were held on all of the 10
campuses that make up the university, with UC-Berkeley hosting
the largest rally. Several thousand
students, professors and employees were reported to be crowded
around one of the main campus
squares, Sproul Plaza — the site
that hosted many famous 1960s
rallies.
The Associated Press reported

that UC campuses have laid off
many workers and implemented 10
percent pay cuts to most employees. Next month, a vote on undergraduate enrollment and tuition
hikes of 32 percent (which will not
include housing) will be held by the
Board of Regents of the University
of California.
Many UC students are complaining that they are paying more
but receiving less, with services like
library hours being cut back from
24 hours to a regular business-day
schedule.
“It’s one of the first responses to
the financial crisis, which is com-

ing down on everybody,” said Professor Jackie Disalvo, a member
of Baruch’s English department,
in a telephone interview. “There
is a tradition at Berkeley of people
struggling.”
But Berkeley is not the only campus campaigning against budget
cuts. In December of last year, the
state legislature decided to impose
a tuition increase of up to $300 each
semester at CUNY. It sparked criticism around some CUNY campuses. In April, CCNY staged a walkout
where 250 students protested the
university’s tuition hikes, budget
cuts and layoffs. Smaller walkouts

were staged at Brooklyn College
and Hostos Community College in
Inwood.
Professor Disalvo says it’s a good
thing that City College showed
some resistance. Even though the
walkouts were smaller and didn’t
get any national play, she said that
there is bound to be other campuses across the nation currently in the
same situation. “It’s going to happen all over…the financial crisis is
being put on the backs of students
and workers,” she said.
Carl Aylman, director of Student
Life, thinks that there are more
constructive ways that students can
channel their energies when faced
with financial challenges from the
university.
“It’s an easy way to say ‘I’m mad
as hell’ and just walk out of class,”
he said. He thinks that students at
Baruch understand that certain
things happen and realize that
walking out won’t really help.
Alongside the increase in tuition
at CUNY came a $10 million financial aid initiative from the university, which many students reaped
in the fall. “When tuition goes up,
many students are held harmless
because there is usually a counterbalance by a Pell or a TAP Grant,”
said Aylman.
For now, many colleges remain
calm amidst a recession that still
rages on, putting states in financial
challenges. However, UC might be
on to a new trend of protests.
“I don’t think [the movement]
ever really died out,” said Disalvo.
“In the future there may be a lot
more student activism and activism throughout society.”
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CUNY aims to raise Latino graduation rates
YAPHET MURPHEY
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

This year’s Latino Heritage
Month at Baruch College comes on
the heels of a study that suggests
that Latina women nationwide face
significant obstacles to educational
achievement.
Released in August by the National Women’s Law Center and
the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, the
report, Listening to Latinas, finds
that many Latinas aspire to be professional-class workers — doctors,
lawyers, nurses and scientists —
but find themselves unable to complete high school or college. Reasons most cited often include: the
cost of education, undocumented
immigration status, low English
proficiency and limited parental
involvement.
The dropout rate of Latinas and
Latinos remains high. In 2007, a
census report showed that the percentage of the Hispanic population
with a bachelor’s degree or higher
was 8.7 percent compared to 13.1
percent of Caribbean immigrants.
Furthermore, Hispanics graduate
at a rate of 18.5 percent compared
to a 41 percent rate of Asians.
Even in a city like New York,
which is filled with Latinos, the
graduation rate remains low.
According to statistics provided
by the National Center for Education Statistics, 12,731 students were
enrolled last year at Baruch College and 17 percent were listed as
Hispanic/Latino. This was the third
largest racial category of students
behind white and Asian/Pacific Islanders, both of which were at 31
percent. Yet, six-year graduation
rates for students categorized as
Hispanic/Latino were the lowest

of all the categories, at 47 percent,
which is 10 percent below that of
whites and African Americans (57
percent), 16 percent below Asian/
Pacific Islanders (63 percent) and
17 percent below that of non-resident/alien students (64 percent).
“I think you will find that the
percentage of Latinos in the student population [at Baruch] has
remained roughly the same in the
past 20 years, even though the percentage of Latinos living in New
York City has increased dramatically in that same time period,” said
Professor Arthur Lewin, of Baruch’s
Black and Hispanic studies department.
At Hostos Community College in
the Bronx, providing college access
to Hispanic residents is virtually
part of its mission statement. The
college offers instructions in both
Spanish and English and maintains
an emphasis on teaching and exploring Hispanic culture. Hispanic
students make up 57 percent of the
student body at Hostos. However,
the three-year graduation rates
for Hispanics at Hostos is only five
percent, the lowest of all the racial
categories represented.
Caroline Fernandez, an economics student at Baruch, explained that part of the situation is
cultural. “My mother is a teacher
with three master’s degrees. She
could be a principal at her school,
but she doesn’t because to her it
is more important to spend time
with the family. In Latino families,
as long as the father is able to be a
provider, the women don’t place as
much value on advancing their careers.”
Baruch College has been working vigorously to keep its Hispanic
students on the path toward graduation and career advancement.

HNBF.ORG

At some CUNY schools, more efforts are made to help Latino youth finish high school and college.
There are Latino professional networking groups on campus, and
Latino Heritage Month, organized
by the Office of Student Life, provides further encouragement to Latino students.
Some CUNY schools are taking
more expansive steps to help Latino youth finish high school and
prepare for college. Bronx Community College, located on University
Avenue in the Bronx, offers Literacy, English as a Second Language,
and GED courses to the public at
no charge.
Hostos Community College
has established “Hostos In The

Heights” in the Inwood section
of Manhattan, a predominately
Hispanic neighborhood. Lehman
College, also in the Bronx, operates a satellite instructional facility.
Called “CUNY On The Concourse,”
it is near Fordham Road, another
predominately Hispanic neighborhood.
Foundations are also playing
a major part in supporting Latina
education within CUNY. The Hispanic Heritage Foundation has a
database of scholarships that Latino students in CUNY can take
advantage of to further their education. Lehman College has just been

awarded a $50,000 SEMILLAS grant
from the foundation Excelencia in
Education. The money will be used
to enlarge existing programs at Lehman College that support Latino/
Latina education.
National Hispanic Corporate
Achievers, whom Baruch partnered
with in 2006, will host a day-long
conference on Oct. 21 in the Newman Conference Center, aiming to
connect Latinos and Latinas with
mentors and provide them with career resources.
The organization gives out
scholarships each year to Latino
students at Baruch.
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Fuerzabruta is a full-force hit
BY MARTINA MICKO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In Union Square at the intersection of Fourth Avenue and 15th
street is a big sign which reads “Fuerzabruta: Look Up” The question
is, what is it?
Fuerzabruta is an Argentinian
show created by Diqui James. He
was also the creator of De La Guarda, a similar show that featured
performers flying from the ceiling
to the beat of drums. The name “fuerza bruta” means “brute force” in
Spanish.
It’s an off-Broadway show, but it
is nothing like your average theater
experience. The audience is not required to think or even sit during
the performance. In fact, gaping
and jumping are strictly necessary.
The show starts off with powerful,
thumping techno music, which
puts you in a good mood from the
beginning.
This show is different from
Broadway shows because it lets the
audience participate. Throughout
the program, the audience is dancing and jumping to the beat and
moving to make room for the props,
which include a big treadmill.
Before the performance, guests
are ushered into a room where they
can buy drinks before the show
starts. About five minutes before
starting time, they are escorted into
a room with a high ceiling where
they have a 360-degree view of everything.
The central figure is a mysterious man who walks on a giant
treadmill. Soon his walk turns into
a run, until a loud bang is heard

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

Fuerzabruta has been wowing audiences at the Daryl Roth Theatre with their unconventional performance since 2007.
and blood splatters on his shirt.
This man appears and disappears
throughout the show.
Fuerzabruta switches from one
scene to another. The main scenes
come after small skits where dancers perform to funky music and tear

open cardboard boxes filled with
confetti.
One of the most impressive
features of the show is a massive
suspended pool with shallow water. Female performers splash and
slide on it as if they were fish or

mermaids in a big ocean. Throughout the show, the giant pool gradually gets lower, to the point where
the audience can touch it.
If you’re ready for some serious
fun and dancing, Fuerzabruta is the
show for you. It is almost the com-

plete opposite of a tyrpical Broadway show.
For more information and video
clips, visit fuerzabruta.net. Tickets
are $75. The show is approximately
65 minutes long and takes place
only in the evening.

Paramore packs in the punk Madonna celebrates 20 years of hits
BY IVETTE OBANDO-ALVAREZ
STAFF WRITER

TIMEOUTNEWYORK.COM

BY LAUREN YOUNG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Since their 2005 debut album,
All We Know Is Falling, Paramore
is definitely doing something right.
They are back again with their third
album, Brand New Eyes.
Released on Sept. 29th, Brand
New Eyes is a product of the band’s
serious soul searching. It starts off
with familiar edginess and killer
guitar riffs in “Careful” and “Ignorance.” Halfway through, the album
becomes a mixture of punk songs
and mellow vibe songs. The themes
of tackling issues and personal
searching seem to be consistent
throughout the whole album.
Nashville’s relaxing and sweet
presence comes through in “The
Only Exception” and “Misguided
Ghosts,” both of which have acoustics backing front-woman Haley
Williams’ astounding vocals.
Her vocals, which have matured
along with the band’s music, are

better than ever when she takes it
up a notch in the last song, “All I
Wanted.” .
The Tennessee band, which
names Jimmy Eat World as one
of their influences, found success
with their second album Riot! in
2007. Debuting at No. 20 on Billboard 200, it screamed of teenage
angst and produced major chart
toppers like “Misery Business” and
“Crushcrushcrush.” A year later,
Paramore created an even stronger
fan base with “Decode” — the lead
single from the film Twilight. They
also toured most of the year with
ska-punk pop band No Doubt.
Paramore has come a long way
through difficulties within the
band, and the music is proof of the
journey. The day of their album
release, they will tour through intimate venues across the United
States and finish in their hometown on Nov. 1st. In a generation
filled with bubblegum boppers,
Paramore is showing no signs of
backing down anytime soon.

Madonna Celebration is the artist’s newest album of greatest hits.
Released on Tuesday, Sept. 29,
2009, this is the third compilation
album in Madonna’s career.
Two different versions of this album are on sale. One is a CD with 18
tracks on it; the other has two CDs
with 36 songs. The track selections
are a combination of hits from the
1980s and her latest albums, truly
highlighting her 26-year music career. If you are simply a fan you will
enjoy it, but if you are a die-hard
Madonna fan you might feel disappointed that some songs were not
included. Her record label, Warner
Brothers, thought a lot about how
they would attract sales since there
were two other major artists releasing albums on the same day — Barbara Streisand and Mariah Carey.
Besides the old songs on the
disc, there are two new songs —
“Revolver,” which features rapper
Lil’ Wayne, and “Celebration.”
They both hold the pop essence
and are danceable tracks. The
disc also features re-mastered
past hits, giving songs like “Holiday” and “Like a Prayer” a modern spin.
The cover art features Madonna when she was at the peak of
her career in the 1980s. The designer was artist Mr. Brainwash,
who tried to make Madonna’s
look seem like that of Marilyn
Monroe, another icon of her
time. The inside book has no new
images of Madonna; instead, it
features the pictures that brought
her fame and success.
The compilation imitates her
first greatest hits album, The Im-

BLOGS.MERCURYNEWS.COM

maculate Collection, which was released in 1990. This new album has
15 out of the 17 tracks that were on
that first album.
Listening to Madonna’s past hits

like “Vogue” and “Material Girl,”
and recent ones like “Hung Up”
and “Music” will never get old.
The majorities are classics and are
currently heard on the radio most
of the time. Some other songs
could have been included on the
album — “Don’t Cry for Me Argentina,” “Human Nature” and
“Die Another Day.” Warner Brothers should have created some remixes of her chart-topping hits to
create a new buzz and motivate
consumers to buy. In the end, however, the two new songs are great
and are ready to be yet another
facet of Madonna’s legacy.
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The legacy of Fame lives forever

CELEBRITYWONDER.COM

Kay Panabaker and the cast of the new Fame make a scene during school hours at LaGuardia’s performing arts program.
BY ERIC SIEGEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In the midst of today’s ’80s revival, it is no surprise that 2009 brings
us the remake of Alan Parker’s 1980
classic, Fame. But since its release,

director Kevin Tancharoen’s debut
has received an onslaught of negative reviews.
This Fame redux is an insight
into the city’s marginalized yet
talented youth. The plot follows a
group of students on a four-year

journey through LaGuardia High
School’s performing arts program.
Shining through its broad outline is
a wonderful masterpiece, both distinguished and brilliantly modern.
Drawing inspiration from the
modern styles of Jonathan Larson

(Rent) and Chris Stoke (You Got
Served), Tancharoen showcases
powerful characters whose eccentric high school dilemmas are a reflection of a greater struggle — for
acceptance, to overcome fear and
to break free from cultural restric-

tions.
Tancharoen proves himself to be
a truly modern director by exploring the existential anguish of his
characters. As the lyrics “I want to
live forever” suggest, the pursuit of
fame is the pursuit of immortality.
As these students confront the
possibility of failure, they’re forced
to confront their mortality. But, like
Tancharoen’s storyline, these characters are strong.
They fight on, not overcoming
their individual dilemmas but accepting the inevitability of suffering
in the inhospitable world of artistry
and the human condition.
More importantly, the film
showcases some of today’s most exceptional talent. LaGuardia alumnus and heartthrob Asher Book
plays the film’s lead, Marco. His
soft alto harks back to the sounds of
Air Supply and Christopher Cross,
revealing the sensitive side of his
jaded and isolated character.
Naturi Naughton plays a classical pianist who becomes a hip-hop
singer against her father’s wishes.
Her vocal number, “Out Here On
My Own,” is a classic from the original and leaves nothing to be desired
by even the most nostalgic viewer.
Between fantastic dancing and
singing intermezzi, Tancharoen’s
ensemble of deeply-moving characters is enough to bring an audience to their feet.
For fans of High School Musical
and Nick Cannon, this is a must
see. Audiences across the board
can agree that Fame sets a new
standard for its genre.
Like the original classic before it,
Fame will prove to be a fresh source
of influence and artistic paradigm
for every artist to come.
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Carbon capture: the future of coal?
BY HSI CHAN
SCIENCE EDITOR

Dirty fossil fuel power plants
may be a thing of the past as researchers race to develop cost-effective carbon capture and storage
technologies to reduce emissions
of carbon dioxide. According to
the Intergovernmental Panel for
Climate Change, current CCS technology could reduce emissions
from coal power plants by 80-90
percent.
With CCS technologies, carbon
dioxide is separated from fossil fuels and stored in a reservoir away
from the atmosphere. According to
Energy Secretary Dr. Steven Chu,
over 18 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide enters the atmosphere
every year. Greenhouse gases like
carbon dioxide trap heat in the atmosphere, raising the temperature
across the world. Under Dr. Chu,
the US Department of Energy has
funneled approximately $3.4 billion dollars into CCS research.
Currently, the three approaches
to CSS technology are post-combustion, pre-combustion, and oxyfuel-combustion capture.
In post-combustion capture,
greenhouse gases produced during combustion are passed through
chemical separation equipment.
Similarly, oxyfuel-combustion
capture also separates carbon dioxide after fuel combustion. However,
it uses 100% oxygen instead of air
during combustion, which theoretically increases the amount of
carbon dioxide in the output. This
increases the ability of the chemical separation equipment to separate carbon dioxide.
The last approach, pre-combustion capture, replaces carbon
dioxide with hydrogen to create a

IPCC.CH

Carbon capture and storage technologies seperate carbon dioxide from fossil fuels like coal and store it in the ground or ocean.
fuel with uses in numerous technologies.
Potential storage reservoirs for
carbon dioxide include injecting
the molecule in either gas or liquid
form into underground geological
formations, oceans and minerals.
Officials are currently evaluating
the storage capability of a number
of sites across the U.S. A report published by the National Energy Technology Laboratory claims that the
U.S. has enough geological forma-

tions to safely store carbon dioxide
for centuries of coal use.
However, critics of CCS argue
that the use of storage reservoirs
has numerous risks.
“If you’re not careful, you can
inject it higher than the natural
pressures in the reservoir you’re
injecting into,” said Jack Century, a
petroleum, minerals and environmental geologist, in an interview in
The Hill Times.
“It isn’t just earthquakes that are

a problem, but it’s when you start
injecting fluids into the earth and
you don’t know what you’re doing,
you can start small seismic events,
we call them micro seismicity and
they can cause fractures, and the
fractures themselves can interfere
with the reservoir and violate the
integrity of the reservoir and cause
leakage.”
Some critics have argued that
the U.S. should increase funding of
renewable clean energy technology

like wind power and hydroelectric.
However, coal is the most abundant
energy resource in the U.S., with
more than 25 percent of global coal
reserves found here. Coal powered
plants produce half of the total U.S.
energy output.
In a report based on the findings
of a March 2009 symposium about
CCS technologies, Dr. Ernest Moniz
said, “There is no credible pathway
towards prudent greenhouse gas
stabilization targets without CO2
emissions reduction from existing coal power plants. We urgently
need technology options for these
plants and policies that incentivize implementation.” Moniz is currently a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
a member of President Obama’s
Council of Advisers on Science and
Technology.
Current CCS technologies are
lacking. American Electric Power,
an electric utility that recently retrofitted a coal plant in West Virginia
with CCS technology, estimates
that it costs approximately $100 to
extract a metric ton of carbon dioxide. Furthermore, the West Virginia
plant is currently only capable of
removing 15 percent of the total
carbon dioxide produced, even as
the CCS technology consumes 15
percent of the electric output.
Researchers agree that CCS is
only part of the solution. In a CNN
interview, Kelly Sims Gallagher, the
director of energy technology innovation policy at Harvard’s Belfer
Center for Science and International Affairs, said, “I don’t think
that there’s any silver bullet. I think
we’re going to need to do a little bit
of everything as fast as we can in
order to adequately address the climate change threat.”

Water on the moon Binge beware
BY SHARAF ISLAM

BY HSI CHAN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

SCIENCE EDITOR

It seems like Earth isn’t the only
celestial body with water. An international team of spacecraft has
detected a form of water on Earth’s
closest neighbor, the moon.
The Chandrayaan-1, an Indian
lunar probe launched in October
2008, and NASA’s Cassini spacecraft
and Deep Impact Probe gathered
lunar soil from craters surrounding
the moon’s poles. Analysis of the
soil samples from the only areas
protected from the sun’s rays revealed water.
When spacecraft from the Apollo mission returned from the moon
with samples of water, scientists
mistakenly attributed it to atmospheric contamination. In an interview with The New York Times, Dr.
Lawrence A. Taylor of the University of Tennessee, one of the many
scientists that dismiss the claims of
water on the moon from the Apollo
missions, said “It’s so startling because it’s so pervasive.”
Research scientists everywhere
are very excited about the new
finding. This discovery offers hope
that life can be sustainable on the
moon. Water, particularly the hydrogen atom it is composed of, has
long been established as the foundation for life.
The water discovered by the
Chandrayaan-1 is not the same
H2O found on Earth. Along with
hydrogen dioxide, the lunar soil revealed great quantities of hydroxyl,
a molecule that contains only one
hydrogen atom and one oxygen
atom. According to scientists who

Add another item to the long list
of reasons why binge drinking is
unhealthy. A new study published
in the BMC Immunology science
journal suggests that binge drinkers are at an increased risk for developing infections.
The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism defines
binge drinking as consumption
of more than five alcoholic drinks
within two hours. One study found
that 51 percent of American drinkers between the ages of 18 to 21
have participated in binge drinking. Alcohol abuse is associated
with health problems like unintentional injuries, liver disease and
cardiovascular disease.
When researchers looked at
mice that had been injected with
alcohol and ethanol, they found
inhibition of signaling of toll-like
receptors 4 (TLR4) that activate cytokines.
Cytokines belong to a group of
signaling molecules that initiate
the inflammatory response in the
human body. Without the inflammatory response, the human body
is unable to respond to infections
or begin the healing process.
“The time frame during which
the risk of infection is increased
might be at least 24 hours,” said Dr.
Stephen Pruett, the lead researcher.
“A persistent effect of ethanol on
cells is indicated, such that inhibition of the response of some cytokines occurs even after the ethanol is
cleared.”
A study from Boise State Uni-
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Three spacecraft have discovered the presence of a form of water called hydroxyl.
have analyzed the hydroxyl molecules from the soil, the amount
of drinking water astronauts could
synthesize from hydroxyl alone
would be very little.
Lori M. Feaga, one such scientist, said to The New York Times,
“You would have to scrape the area
of a baseball field or a football field
to get one quart of water.”
Regardless of how much water
humans can extract from the moon,
it is now clear that our natural satel-

lite is not just a barren rock. Talks of
setting up permanent research bases on it have already risen. Many
prospective projects will naturally
involve digging up sheets of ice at
the poles for water.
The discovery also draws increased attention to outer space
research of other celestial bodies
such as the moons of Neptune and
Uranus that are also suspected of
containing ice.

ATOM.COM

Binging inhibits the immune response.
versity found that heavy drinking is
associated with multiple social and
interpersonal problems.
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Computer’s new connections iKnow
Facebook
BY ALEXEY KUSHNEROV

& Careers

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Since the creation of the universal serial bus, better known as USB,
in 1996 by companies like Intel and
Microsoft, communication between
computers and peripheral devices
has never been easier. But with increasingly large file sizes and datahungry peripherals, USB is becoming too slow. Until now, it has only
seen one upgrade from USB 1.0 to
USB 2.0, which increased transfer
speeds from a meager 12 MB/s to
480 MB/s. Early to mid next year, a
new USB format called USB SuperSpeed or USB 3.0 is scheduled to
enter the market and dramatically
increase transfer speeds.
USB 3.0 is 10 times faster than its
predecessor, with transfer speeds
up to 4.8 GB/s. With USB 2.0, transferring a 25 GB HD movie from a
computer to an external hard drive
would take over 14 minutes. However, with USB 3.0, the movie would
be transferred in under 70 seconds.
This increase in transfer speeds
would translate to faster iPod synchronizations, uncompressed video from HD webcams and faster
backups.
In addition, USB 3.0 is more
power efficient, using less energy
by reducing operating voltages
Engineers have also increased the
maximum carried voltage of USB
3.0, decreasing charging times for
personal devices like cell phones.
USB 3.0 is also backwards compatible with old USB peripherals,
smoothing the transition from USB
2.0 to 3.0 for consumers.
Though there was initial concern that Intel would not share USB
3.0 with competitors like Nvidia
and ATI, the company released the
specifications in August 2008. Intel’s refusal to share specifications
could have set off a format war,
forcing consumers to pick between
two lines of products. The most recent format war was between Panasonic’s HD players and Sony’s
Blu-ray players. Blu-ray ultimately
prevailed.
USB is not the only connector
that’s getting a makeover. Peripheral Component Interconnect Express (PCI-E) is also being upgraded next year. PCI-E is an important
slot that is used in motherboards

BY STEVE GUTTBINDER
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

It has become increasingly
common to see corporations on
Facebook. Facebook is a social
networking tool that is becoming a
part of most companies’ corporate
cultures, which means that users
need to be aware of what is posted
on their personal social networking
pages. Here are a few tips that can
help users build a Facebook profile
that they can enjoy both professionally and socially.

MAXIMUMPC.COM

USB 3.0, along with other new data connectors, promise to deliver faster transfer speeds and more power to peripherals.
to connect hardware to your computer system. The slot is being upgraded because of greater consumer demand for larger resolutions,
HD movies, and graphic intensive
games. PCI-E 3.0,however, features
a maximum speed of 16 GB/s, twice
that of PCI-E. Like USB 3.0, PCI-E
3.0 is also backwards compatible with older peripherals like old
PCI-E video cards.
With the development of PCI-E
3.0, video cards can be faster and
more powerful, changing the way
monitors are connected to computers. When flat-panel monitors
first arrived on the market in early
2000, computers could not take advantage of the LCD displays with
their video graphics arrays.
Although computer makers
responded with digital visual interface, current HD monitors use
high-definition multimedia interface, also known as HDMI. HDMI
is a compact audio and video interface, which transmits uncom-

pressed digital data rather than
compressed video like DVI.
One computer connector is going the way of the dodo. IDE, or
PATA, in use since 1986, connect
hard drives and floppy drives to
your motherboard. Not only is the
wire extremely cumbersome, it is
also extremely limited in speedat
133 MB/s. Currently, Serial ATA or
SATA is integrated into all modern
desktops and laptops because of
its tremendous speed increase and
simplicity. E-SATA 2.0, the current
version Of SATA, is also getting a
3.0 makeover that will increase its
speed to 6.0 GB/s.
All these upgrades will help
computers run faster and more efficiently. However, in the near future, Intel plans to revolutionize all
connections. Intel plans to develop
a single universal connection that
would adapt to any type of function and boast speeds of 10 terabits
per second, over 100 million times
faster than USB 3.0.

Called Light Peak, Intel’s technology uses lasers and fiber optics to transfer data to and from
PCs and other devices. Light peak
could potentially connect everything from your computer to your
HDTV and phone through a single
system. Light peak will benefit gadgets which require immense bandwidth, like 3D televisions.
Light peak is currently too expensive to bring to market, since
the manufacturing cost for glass
wires and connectors would average $10 per connector as compared
to a couple of cents for copper connectors. However, Intel may market
this technology through USB devices. For example, it could develop
light peak USB sockets that would
be used solely for USB 3.0 and then
push for other companies to adapt
to this technology. Rumors also
place Intel’s light peak technology
in Apple’s upcoming line of Macs,
scheduled for release next year.

Google unites telephones
BY STEVE GUTTBINDER
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Google has introduced a new
application called Google Voice
that allows users to tie multiple
phones and phone numbers into
one primary phone number.
By handing out the primary
number, users are contacted on any
phone that they own. Google Voice
is currently only open to customers
in the United States.
Users can easily add or change
phone numbers, like when switching to a new telephone service or
getting a new work number, without having to give out a different
number to their contacts.
They can also manage their settings through Google Voice’s online
interface, allowing users to customize different contact categories
and features. Users have the option
of customizing what phones ring
based on who calls and the time of
day.
With these features, one can
have their home and cell phones
ring when friends call, all of their
phones ring when family calls, or
no phones ring when a telemarketer calls.
Google Voice includes many
features that normal carriers offer
for extra fees. Google Voice works

Wall Postings and Comments
First and foremost, be careful
about what you post. If you call out
sick to work, make sure that you
don’t post pictures of yourself going to Six Flags that day.
You may want to use proper
grammar when posting comments.
Exceptions include online lingo, as
that is a part of online culture.
Lastly, do not speak on behalf of
your company unless you have permission to do so. Saying that your
business has a new product before
it’s officially released can lead to
termination.
Friend Requests from Superiors
One of the most awkward scenarios that can occur is when a
friend request pops up from a supervisor. On one hand, you don’t
want to ignore the request because
your supervisor may take it the
wrong way. On the other hand, you
don’t want your
boss
seeing
what you’re up
to on your own
time. The situation differs between jobs and
depends on the
relationship
STEVE GUTTBINDER
you have with
your employer.
Drinking Photos
Drinking alcohol in photographs is something to watch out
for as well. Having a few drinks with
friends is fine, but intoxication and
dancing on a bar might not be.
Privacy Settings
Facebook has advanced privacy
settings that allow you to filter who
can see certain parts of your profile.
This can include being in the same
network (something users can
only change once a month), Only
Friends, Friends of Friends and
other customizable settings. Keep
in mind that a Facebook profile can
help you network and, ruling out
anyone not in your friend network,
may hinder people you may want
to access your profile, like a new
client.
Photo Privacy
One of the newest privacy features in Facebook is Photo Album
Privacy. You can set security features to only show “Your Friends,
Friends of Friends, Some Friends,
and Only Me.”
You can also filter by network
or use the “Except These People”
option to bar certain people from
seeing your profile. This is a perfect
tool if you feel forced into accepting
your boss’ friend request.

JGRIFFINSTEWART.COM

Google Voice is a free service that gives users a primary phone number that can be linked to the user’s other phone lines.
on any phone and allows for conference calling, call recording, call
switching and personalized greetings when called.
Google Voice offers the ability to
have voicemails turned into readable transcripts. Recipients can
have their voicemails texted or emailed to them, making this ideal

for situations when someone can’t
pick up their phone.
Google has been testing the
product in its beta program, previously code-named GrandCentral, for two years. GrandCentral
was originally a small startup that
started in 2005. Google acquired it
in 2007 and has been transformed

into its final product.
Users can request a Google
Voice number from google.com/
voice. Currently, there is a waiting
list because of high demand. Users
must first request an invitation and
will then be notified of an available number on a first-come, firstserved basis.

Uniforms
Be careful not to not post any
picture of you in your work attire or
wearing anything that would make
you a representative of the company. Businesses will take action on
employees who misrepresent them
online.
Please send comments, feedback
and suggestions to Steve at sguttbiner@theticker.org.
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A museum that has sex appeal
BY YAPHET MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

What’s the closest museum to
Baruch College? The Museum of
Sex; so how come you haven’t been
there yet?
New York City is known for its
stellar cultural institutions. To attract attention in a field of heavyweight museums that include the
Metropolitan Museum of Art and
the Whitney Museum of American
Art, a museum has to be both different and interesting. The Museum of Sex, which opened in 2002,
is both.
Located on Fifth Avenue at 27th
Street, “MoSex” serves as a cultural
repository of the history of sex in
America. Museum director Jessica Vaccaro, who gave The Ticker a
tour of the collection, wants to set
the record straight saying, “We are
not an art museum. We are a sociocultural historical museum.” Think
the Museum of Natural History, the
Museum of the Moving Image and
the Museum of the City of New York
all wrapped into one.
The museum is divided into
three galleries. The first, on the
ground level, is dedicated to film.
The current exhibit, entitled “Action: Sex and the Moving Image”
provides a historical account of the
use of film as a medium for showcasing sex.
Vacarro explains, “When a new
technology emerges, it is often used
for sex.” And so it has been with
film, which was invented in 1895 by
Auguste & Louis Lumier. The first
kiss was recorded in 1896 and more
risqué behavior quickly followed.
Sexualized expressions on
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The Museum of Sex contains many exhibits, all of which are related in some way to the act.
screen began to be suppressed in
1915 through the invention of the
Production Code, which regulated
the depiction of crime, sex and profanity in film. In the 1950s, advocates of the sexual revolution and
foreign producers chipped away at
the Production Code until it was replaced in 1968 with MPAA ratings.

That’s the G, PG, R, NC-17, X system
we use today.
By 1970, sex in film had been
let completely out of the box and
was shown in stag theaters and
“Grindhouse” joints. Pornography
exploded with the development of
VHS cassettes, which allowed viewers to bring these films home. The

swelling of this industry continues
today enabled by DVD, Blue-Ray
and Internet technology.
The film section of the museum
also has wall posters that explain
all of the significant eras of film sex
content including Burlesque, Nudie, Sexploitation, Mondo, Blaxsploitation and all modern day porno-

graphic segments. Eliot Spitzer gets
mentioned in one of these mounts
in connection with the Mann Act,
then known as the “White Slavery
Act,” which forbids transporting
a person across state lines for the
purpose of sex.
There are large screens in this
room with films that play in continuous loop. A notable one is the
Sinclair Institute’s sex education
videos for adults, which feature
models demonstrating sexual positions including several selections
from the Kama Sutra.
Adjacent to the first hall, is a
gallery where the newest exhibit
lies. Called “Sex Lives of Animals,”
it showcases a variety of sexual behaviors observed in animals. There
is a special focus on sex in animals
that occurs for purposes other than
reproduction. The star of the show
is the Bonobo, an ape determined
to be the closest genetic relative to
humans. With Bonobos, conflict
resolution begins with sex. This exhibit includes video, photos, facts
and life-sized sculptures.
Upstairs, one finds everything
else related to sex in America, from
photos showing the development
of nude photography to images and
models of various sexual devices.
There are things there to satisfy any
curiosity and explain any fetish.
They include: homemade sexual
contraptions, relics of sex education, every style of pornographic
photography, dolls, figurines, robots and a teledildonic suit.
Business appears to be brisk at
the museum. Vaccaro says the museum is in the midst of a renovation
and is also contemplating locations
in other cities.

High end jewelry by Van Cleef & Arpels

NYMAG.COM

Located at Fifth Avenue and 57 Street in Midtown Manhattan, Van Cleef & Arpels sells extremely high end jewelry.
BY MARTINA MICKO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Most of us have seen the popular jewelry trend involving the classical clover-shaped design. The
style is a Van Cleef & Arpels signature. This company is known for its
handcrafted custom jewelry.
Van Cleef & Arpels sells jew-

elry such as necklaces, bracelets,
brooches, and watches, as well as
engagement jewelry. “The items
can cost anywhere from $16,000
to half a million”, says Edgar Acero
from Van Cleef & Arpels.
The brand began with a love
affair between family jewels and
precious metals. Estelle Arpels, the
daughter of a dealer in precious

stones, married Alfred Van Cleef,
who came from a family of craftsmen specializing in stone cutting.
Later, they became partners with
brothers Charles and Julien Arpels.
Van Cleef & Arpels was one of
the first European luxury firms to
move over to America. They opened
their first boutique in Rockefeller
Center in 1939. Later they moved

to 744 Fifth Avenue, their current
location.
Van Cleef & Arpels is known
for its unique pieces with precious
gems that incorporate the beauty
of nature by featuring butterflies,
dragonflies and flowers.
They are best known for the vintage Alhambra. The design is the
signature clover, which is a symbol
of luck. “The four corners represent
love, prosperity, health and happiness”, says Edgar Acero, who works
at Van Cleef & Arpels.
The clover design was inspired
by the architecture of the Alhambra Palace in Granada, Spain. In
1974, the multicolored Alhambra
collection was launched. It reflected the pop-culture of the 70s.
A new Alhambra collection, which
pays homage to the original, was
launched again in 2001.
Another signature style of Van
Cleef & Arpels is the mystery setting used in finer pieces. The style
was launched in the 1940s and is
unique because there is no bronze
holding the stones. The stones are
cut in a way to look as if they are
floating.
The zip necklace is another masterpiece that the brand is known
for. In 1939, the Duchess of Windsor asked them to create a zipperlike necklace in platinum and diamond baguettes. The actual design
was born in 1951 and functions like
a real zipper that can be worn open,
closed, or anywhere in between.
This season, Van Cleef & Arpels
launched the California Reverie
collection. “It is influenced by the
beautiful gardens and sunsets of

Hawaii,” Acero explained.
Van Cleef & Arpels stands out
above other jewelers because it
uses only high-grade diamonds.
The international assessment scale
for diamonds starts with the letter
D, referring to the purest diamonds,
followed by E through Z. Van Cleef
only carries D and E diamonds,
which are exceptionally clear.
“The company only uses natural
stones, meaning that they have no
heat treatment,” Acero says, “The
jewelry is handcrafted from 18K or
platinum only.”
Celebrities like Mariah Carey,
Jessica Alba and Eva Mendes wear
Van Cleef & Arpels. In 2001, the
brand received its first fashion spotlight on the runway shows of Victor
& Rolf, who showed the brand’s
vintage pieces.
Due to its unique style and excellent craftsmanship, the brand
has built a well-known reputation
throughout the world, with boutiques on almost every continent.

VANCLEEF-ARPELS.COM

From the Midsummer Night’s Dream
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Saving soles one stilleto at a time
BY LISA FRASER
FEATURES EDITOR

The night is near its glamorous end as you party the last hours
away and maybe even hop to another spot, but you know very well
that you can’t take another step
without feeling like your feet are
slowly being crippled from all the
pain of wearing those sexy stilettos
that you couldn’t resist putting on.
Many ladies can relate to and
literally feel the pain of this experience but soon enough, an ingenious invention that already has
many singing its praises across the
pond, will find its way to New York,
with a mission to save the soles of
many a woman on those long Saturday nights.
Dubbed ‘a vending machine for
saving soles’, Rollasole, created by
27-year-old Matt Horan of England,
is a vending machine that sells flats,
catering to that part of the night
when the pressure of wearing towering heels tortures the feet.
The idea was sparked out of
many daunting nights of seeing his
girlfriend in pain.
“After getting tired of giving my
girlfriend a piggy back home every
Saturday night, I had a ‘eureka’ moment,” he said in an interview on
NBC.
Sold at trendy nightclubs in England, sales have soared past 600,000
since the company launched them
in May 2008.
They cost five pounds in England, roughly eight dollars, and the
machines dispense the shoes in
small, medium and large sizes. As
an extra addition, a shiny compact
bag accompanies the purchase to
place those worn-out stilettos in.
The ballet-type flats are flexible
enough to be rolled up and stored

SHOPITTOME.COM

Rollasole flats may become the newest trend in late night party comfort.
in any bag and they are available in
four metallic colors –‘high ho silver’, ‘back to black’, pink and ‘golddigger’.
“I think it’s good and [will be]
comfortable for most girls,” said
Jose Tan, a Hunter College student.
“On one of my dates with my girlfriend, she had on high heels and
her feet started hurting so we had
to go to Footlocker to buy a pair of
flip-flops.”
The best part is, since they can
be rolled and tucked away, buyers

only have to shell out eight dollars
once and place them in a pocket
book on the next night out, which
can be a sweet deal for the average
Baruch college student.
Accounting major Rosa Zhizhpon thinks it’s an “awesome” idea.
“If it’s for that price, that’ll be
a great price and you can take it
home,” she said. For her this is a
heaven-sent. “I sometimes have to
take off my shoes off when leaving
the club and walk to the car.” Sometimes she also carries a pair of flat

shoes along with her to change into
at the end of the night.
Rollasole isn’t the only company
shelling out shoes to the weary and
needy. Afterheels, a company with
a similar concept also based out of
England is offering flats made from
natural, sustainable materials and
the polypropylene insoles are fully
recyclable.
While Rollasole’s machines are
only available in England for now,
the company does plan to debut in
the U.S soon, first stopping in L.A

and New York.
If you can’t wait, the website offers international shipping. And if
you really can’t wait that long, in
September, American based Footzyrolls debuted their version of
rolled up flats that come in three
colors: black as night, glittery gold
and shimmery silver. They come
in a box along with a handy bag.
However, the shoes are not sold
in vending machines. They can be
purchased on the footzyrolls website for 25 dollars.
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The Yankees get ready for a post season run
October baseball is finally back
in the Bronx where it belongs. The
New York Yankees, under the leadership of a new generation of headstrong Steinbrenners and equipped
with a brand new billion dollar stadium, have made the playoffs for
the 47th time in the franchise’s illustrious history.
The Yankees clinched the division in true New York fashion by
sweeping their league rival Boston
Red Sox in a three game set over a
memorable Sept. 25th weekend in
the Bronx.
The real story on Sunday was
not so much that the Yankees defeated the Red Sox in such an unrelenting fashion, but that the true
taste of victory came when the Yankees were awarded their 16th American League East title and earned
home-field advantage throughout
the playoffs.
Although it was only one year
ago since the Yankees failed to
clinch a spot in the playoffs, the
past few postseasons prior to 2008
have been met with complete and
utter disappointment.
For the hardcore Yankee fans,
watching the Red Sox crush the
86-year-old “curse of the Bambino”
in 2004 was worse than pouring
salt into an open wound. To make
matters worse, the Yankees failed
to advance out of the Division
round since the unforgettable 2004

Championship series and were not
invited to the playoff party at all in
2008.
Nevertheless, the Yanks are back
with a vengeance
and hungrier than
ever before. With
the stellar offseason signings
of A.J. Burnett,
CC Sabathia and
Mark
Teixeira,
STEPHANIE SPARACCIO the Yankees’ front
office has made
Assistant Sports Editor some much needed improvements
to a team that has been on the hunt
for its long overdue 27th World Series Championship.
In order for the Bronx Bombers
to advance deep into the postseason and transform their championship dreams into a reality, manager Joe Girardi is depending on his
number one starter, CC Sabathia,
to pitch lights out in the division
round.
While Girardi has yet to finalize
his first-round rotation, it is widely
assumed that the lefty veteran,
Andy Pettitte, could have a potential edge over A.J. Burnett, who hit
some tough patches midway into
the season, to be the number-two
starter behind big CC.
With Joba Chamberlain’s erratic
pitching performances throughout the year, it is still unclear as to

whether he can be trusted in the rotation should the Yankees advance
past the Division series.
Effective pitching, though very
important, is just one portion of the
bigger picture.
The weak offensive performance
by the Yankees in their most recent
playoff appearances have been a
major concern for an organization
that doesn’t settle for anything less
than perfection.
With a fierce and reliable lineup
including Derek Jeter, Alex Rodriguez, and MVP candidate Mark
Teixeira, it appears as if their regular season accomplishment will
persist into the postseason. Yankee
fans are crossing their fingers hoping that A-Rod can go from “playoff jinx” to “playoff hero” and finally earn his pinstripes as a Bronx
Bomber.
For those who eat, sleep and
breathe the New York Yankees, the
postseason woes are long gone and
the road to a championship looks
brighter than it ever has.
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Women’s Volleyball are all aces
JOHN NTZELVES
STAFF WRITER

The Bearcats were at it again on Thursday night, this time on the road when they
faced (0-19) Rutgers-Newark in New Jersey
in a non-conference match and at home in
the ARC arena on Tuesday night to take on
Brooklyn college.
Against the Scarlett Knights, the visiting
Bearcats put up a resounding 3-1 victory, 2511, 25-19, 23-25, 25-17. Christina Pierre led
the Bearcat attack once again,
recording 16 kills, while Melinda Santiago helped her teammates by handing out 33 assists
in the easy win.
The Bearcats didn’t take
a step back later in the week
when they played the Bridges
of Brooklyn college.
The ladies swept their opposition in three sets 25-9, 2515, 25-22. With this victory the
Bearcats are 4-1 in CUNY Athletic Conference, while Brooklyn falls to 3-6 overall and 1-4 in
CUNYAC.
Coach Allison Gunther was
pleased with the game but not with the competition, pulling no punches when it came to
her fellow CUNYAC team.
“It was a good game, but they weren’t very
good competition,” said Gunther. “I’m glad
that we won, glad we didn’t loose focus. The
good thing is that everyone gets to play, and
that [helps us] gain court experience.”
Marina Micko led the team with 9 kills, followed closely by Pierre who had 8, in a match
where all the players saw the court.
The win pushed Baruch’s record to 12-4
overall and 4-1 in the CUNY Athletic Con-

ference on the regular season. The record is
good for third in the CUNYAC, only trailing
by one game behind CCNY and Hunter, at
this point in the season the ladies are strong
shape.
It was a strong week for the Bearcats off
the court as well. Melinda Santiago, who recorded 24 assists in the game against Brooklyn, was recognized for her outstanding play
this week and won the CUNYAC Rookie of
the Week.
Santiago, who did not expect to start at
the beginning of this
year, got the opportunity when a star player
transferred out of the
school and has taken
full advantage of it.
“Melinda is doing
great and has filled in
really big shoes, especially because the setter was the best player
in the conference the
-Allison Gunther,
last two years,” said
Head Coach
Gunther.
The Bearcats also
had another CUNYAC
honor this week when
Posey Wilson, who finished the game with
six digs, was named CUNYAC Player of the
Week.
“[Wilson] is having a outstanding season,
defiantly a candidate for CUNYAC Player of
the Year, and First Team All-Conference,”
said Gunther. “She is by far the best defensive
player in the conference and she is the team
leader.”
The women’s volleyball team will return
to action on Saturday with a 1pm non-conference road match at New Jersey City University.

“It was a good game
[...] but [the Brooklyn
College team ] weren’t
very good compition.”
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Posey Wilson and Melinda Santiago take home CUNYAC award honors for their great play last week.
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‘Cats undefeated
BY TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS
SPORTS EDITOR

The Bearcats stayed undefeated
in the CUNY Athletic Conference,
beating Lehman in their home
opener, 3-2, at Met Oval field in
Queens last Saturday and tying
Medgar Evers, 1-1, at Old Boys
High School in Brooklyn just for
days later.
The two games brought Baruch’s
record to .500 for the first time all
season, 3-3-2, and kept them undefeated in the CUNYAC, 3-0-1.
In the first game, Baruch dominated the first-year Lehman program, out-shooting the Lightning
29-7 while dominating ball possession throughout the contest in their
first game on their home field.
“It felt good to play at home, we
felt closer to the fans, a lot of fans
showed up,” said sophomore Stefan
Cocea. “We are really happy to get
our first home win.”
Senior Freddy Carrasco-Dance
displayed his incredible scoring
prowess by coming off the bench
to score two goals in the 33rd and
58th minute, his second multigoal game of the season, to bring
his 2009 total to seven goals. The
second goal would prove to be the
game winner in the win.
Senior John Moreno scored a
goal of his own while sophomores
Jacob Cohen and Boris Lipsman
and senior Valiantsin Kirylovich
chipped in with an assist each.
Although the final score showed
just a one-goal victory, Baruch
dominated the contest from the
opening whistle against the 1-10
Lehmen Lightning.
“We could have beat them a lot
easier,” said Cocea. “But at least we
won the game; that’s soccer.”
In the second game, Baruch
dominated in a similar fashion, but

couldn’t squeeze out a victory and
instead settled for a tie.
Medgar Evers built a reputation
for having a strong defense this season and lived up to it on Wednesday, bending but not breaking
against a Baruch offense that has
averaged about two and a half goals
per game this season.
“It was a physical game and a
rough game,” said assistant coach
Dima Kamenshchik. “Even though
it seemed like we dominated, their
defense came to play too.”
Baruch fell behind early in the
second half when Cougars senior
Kyheo Farquarson scored the fist
goal of the game on a one-timer.
Although the Bearcats out-shot the
Cougars 16-5, the Bearcats couldn’t
seem to score on their stellar defense.
“Our guys were pressing all
game but it seemed like we weren’t
really keen on the idea of scoring,”
said Kamenshchik. “We had a lot
of opportunities but we didn’t convert, it was a really nutty game.”
Coming from behind, the
Bearcats finally scored a goal in the
69th minute when Carrasco-Dance
fed Kirykovich with an assist for his
first goal of the season.
Both teams would have opportunities to win the game but neither team could muster up another
goal.
“We really felt like we should
have been up the whole game
and then we had to put together
a comeback all of a sudden,” said
Kamenschchik. “But the guys were
up for it even down one [goal]. You
would obviously rather have the
win but I’ll take it.”
Baruch has 10 points in the CUNYAC standings and is comfortably
in the lead for first place with the
playoffs quickly approaching.

BEARCAT
ON THE LOOSE?
LIBRARIES.UC.EDU
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ONE STEP FORWARD
BY STEFANIE SPARACCIO
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

After suffering their
third loss of the season
against William Patterson at the York College Tennis Courts in
Jamaica, Queens, the
women’s tennis team
has already recorded
just as many losses this
year as they did entire
2008-09 season.
The Bearcats got
off to a rough start
this year, losing 2-7 in
their season opener
against SUNY College
at Purchase. They were

quickly able to redeem
themselves thereafter,
winning three consecutive competitions
including a 9-0 shutout
against John Jay.
Overall, the team
is 4-3 on the season
and has a 3-1 record
against schools in the
CUNY Athletic Conference. With the season halfway over, the
Bearcats need to move
forward from their four
losses and keep their
eye on the highly coveted prize at the end of
the season.

TWO STEPS BACK
BY DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

After finishing in second place the last three seasons, the up-and-down Bearcats have already matched there entire loss total from the 2008 season.

